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Javier Trevino D.D.S.

Dentistry for all Members of the Family
Welcoming New Patients

Now Open Monday - Friday
Call for an Appointment Today!

Ph: (956)797-4444

- Bridges
- Digital
X Rays

+Dentures

+ Teeth
Whitening

- Crowns

La Feria, Texas

Elizondo Family (956)241-0978
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“Blessed are those
that mourn: for they
shall be comforted”

Matt 5:4

1002 E. Harrison Ave, Harlingen, TX
Ph: (956) 364-2444 | Fax: (956)368-5057

Rudy Garza Funerals, Inc.

LA FERIA
317 S. MAIN

(956) 797-3122
800-425-8202

Family Owned and Operated by

The Rudy Garza Family

Our Family Serving your Family

Angie’s Tex Mex Restaurant
Open Monday-Saturday
7:00 am-2:30 pm

Lunch Buffet/Breakfast all day
Daily specials/breakfast buffet on Saturday
401 W. Expy 83, La Feria/Phone (956) 277-0340
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La Feria IS
District

By Mike Villarreal

The La Feria ISD school
board held a special
meeting on June 25, 2024.
Under a proposed budget,
the district planned to hire
a police chief and four
police officers. La Feria
ISD recently received
its activation letter and
made it official by hiring
Mr. Carlos Romero. He
was the school's security
director and has now been
named Chief of Police for
the La Feria ISD Police
Department.

To make this possible,
the district had to make
cuts to afford the proposed
police department, which
has a startup cost of
$500,000. Operating costs
were reduced by 5%, and
all campus budgets would
decrease by 5%. Several
teaching positions were cut
through attrition. A total
of $160,000 was obtained
from the school district
general fund and the
remainder from state and

federal funds. The school
has already purchased three
police vehicles.

As the school district
ended its contract with
the City of La Feria Police
Department, they needed
a police force within the
district. There’s no better
time to have a school police
force than now, with gun

violence at an all-time high.
With the establishment

of its police force, the La

Feria ISD can now ensure a

swift and effective response

to any security concerns.

The school is now currently

hiring a police officer.

Once the new officers

are trained and stationed

at each school, they can

Hires Chief of Police for

guarantee a significantly
safer environment for our
students and staff, free
from the worry of delayed
responses or safety issues.
By establishing its
own police force, the La
Feria ISD aligns itself
with a growing trend in
the Rio Grande Valley.
More and more school

districts, including ours,
are choosing to have their
own police force, which
ensures the safety of
everyone within the school
and allows local police to
focus on keeping the wider
community safe.

Photos La Feria ISD
Facebook Page

La Feria ISD contrata jefe de policia para el distrito

La junta escolar de La
Feria ISD celebro una
reunion especial el 25 de
junio de 2024. Segtin un
presupuesto propuesto, el
distrito planeaba contratar
un jefe de policia y cuatro

agentes de policia. La Feria
ISD recibi6 recientemente
su carta de activacion y

la hizo oficial al contratar
al Sr. Carlos Romero. Fue
director de seguridad de

la escuela y ahora ha sido

nombrado Jefe de Policia
del Departamento de
Policia de La Feria ISD.
Para que esto sea posible,
el distrito tuvo que hacer
recortes para costear el
departamento de policia

La Feria ISD

NOW
HIRING
LA FERIA ISD POLICE OFFICER

L3 Feria L. §, D,

The only Community Bank
with locations in

Cameron, Hidalgo

Questions?
Call (956) 797-8360

,
1:800-698-549]1

propuesto, que tiene un
costo inicial de $500,000.
Los costos operativos

se redujeron en un 5%y
todos los presupuestos

del campus disminuirian
en un 5%. Varios puestos
docentes fueron eliminados
debido al desgaste. Se
obtuvo un total de $160,000
del fondo general del
distrito escolar y el resto

de fondos estatales y
federales. La escuela ya ha
comprado tres vehiculos
policiales.

Cuando el distrito escolar
terminé su contrato con el
Departamento de Policia
de la Ciudad de La Feria,
necesitaban una fuerza
policial dentro del distrito.
No hay mejor momento
para tener una fuerza
policial escolar que ahora,
con la violencia armada en
su punto mas alto.

Con el establecimiento
de su fuerza policial, La
Feria ISD ahora puede
garantizar una respuesta

répida y eficaz a cualquier
problema de seguridad.
Actualmente, la escuela
esta contratando a un
oficial de policia. Una vez
que los nuevos oficiales
estén capacitados y
ubicados en cada escuela,
podran garantizar un
entorno significativamente
mas seguro para nuestros
estudiantes y personal,
sin la preocupacion de
respuestas demoradas o
problemas de seguridad.
Al establecer su propia
fuerza policial, La Feria
ISD se alinea con una
tendencia creciente en el
Valle del Rio Grande. Cada
vez mas distritos escolares,
incluido el nuestro, eligen
tener su propia fuerza
policial, lo que garantiza la
seguridad de todos dentro
de la escuela y permite a la
policia local concentrarse
en mantener segura a la
comunidad en general.
Fotos Pagina de
Facebook de La Feria ISD
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Harlingen Opens First Pump Track in South Texas

By Mike Villarreal

asphalt pump tracks in
South Texas, the Harlingen
Arroyo Park Velosolutions
Asphalt Pump Track.

The City of Harlingen
now has one of the first

BAILEY H. DUNLAP MEMORIAL
PUBLIC LIBRARY
400 S Main St e« La Feria, TX 78559

Mon.-Wed. & Fri. 12:00 pm — 6:00 pm
Tues.-Thurs. 12:00 pm — 8:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

For more information, please call

(956) 797-1242

MONDAYS Wednesdays + 2-4pm
Musicians by invite only
" LAFERIA OPEN TO PUBLIC
SCHOOL BOARD Park Place Estates
2nd Monday, 6:30pm Ballroom * Harlingen
Board Room contact Charlie

(308) 379-4589
LINE DANCING
Weds * 9:00am - 11:30am + $3
Park Place Estates
Ballroom ¢+ Harlingen

THURSDAYS

SANTA ROSA CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday * 7:00pm
Santa Rosa City Hall
(956) 636-1113

FRIDAYS

LINE DANCING
Sat + 1:00pm - 3:00pm « $3
Park Place Estates
Ballroom ¢ Harlingen

SATURDAYS

ORDER OF EASTERN STAR
HARLINGEN CHAPTER #641
3rd Saturday « 2:00pm

Central Administration Office
203 E. Oleander Ave.
(956) 797-8300
LA FERIA
BAND BOOSTERS
3rd Monday, 7:00pm
La Feria HS Band Hall
(956) 797-8300
SANTA ROSA
SCHOOL BOARD
3rd Monday * 6:30pm
Santa Rosa HS Library
(956) 636-9800
MAINSTREAM/PLUS DANCE
Mondays + 9:30am - noon
Park Place Estates
Ballroom ¢ Harlingen

TUESDAYS

BLUEGRASS JAM SESSIONS
Every Tuesday, 1:30pm
Kenwood RV Resort
1201 N. Main « La Feria
(956) 797-1875

WEDNESDAYS Masonic Temple
702 E. Harrison * Harlingen
COUNTRY JAM (956) 423-5544

Have a weekly community event you
would like us to include in our calendar?

email news@laferianews.net
or call (956) 797-9920

The ribbon cutting and
time trial race were held
on Saturday, October 12,
2024. It was a fantastic
celebration of the grand
opening of the new Pump
Track at Arroyo Park, 1101
E. New Hampshire.

Imagine the exhilarating
experience of riding a
bike on a pump track,
where you can effortlessly
maneuver through banked
turns, pump over rollers,
and feel the thrill of the
ride. A pump track is a
specially designed course
that offers an exciting
playground for cyclists
and anyone seeking an
adrenaline-pumping
adventure on two wheels.

Pump tracks offer
a thrilling blend of
physical activity and
pure enjoyment. They are
meticulously designed
to boost your speed and
elevate your riding skills,
promising a fun-filled
experience for all.

A pump track is more

than just a cycling path;

it is a meticulously
planned circuit with
banked turns and rollers
that challenge riders to
generate momentum by
shifting their body weight
instead of relying solely on
pedaling. This engaging
and dynamic track offers
an excellent opportunity to
refine bike handling skills,
improve physical fitness,

115 E.Commercial Ave. * La Feria, Texas 78559 ¢
(956) 797-2261

In accordance with the Order of the Office of the Governor issued
March 16, 2020, the City of La Feria will conduct the meeting and
provide audio/telephonic availability for the public using live stream
in order to advance the public health goal of limiting face-to-face
meetings (also called “social distancing”) to slow the spread of the
Coronavirus (also known as Covid-19). To view the meeting via
internet live streaming, please visit https://www.cityoflaferia.com/
boards-and-commissions/city-commission/agendas-2020/ where you
will find the agenda for the next meeting. The pdf for the agenda will
include a link, meeting ID and passcode for the Zoom meeting. More
information is available by calling 346-248-7799.

Members of the public may sign up for public comment on an
agenda item or for another item of public concern by submitting an
email to amorales@cityoflaferia.com containing (1) the name of the
individual wishing to comment; and (2) the item number or subject
matter the individual wishes to comment on. Please submit requests for
public comment no later than two hours before the meeting. Join the
meeting at the time and login listed above and the Mayor will call on
you when it is your turn to speak. A recording of the meeting will be
made and will be available to the public in accordance with the Texas
Open Meetings Act. If during the course of the meeting, any discussion
of any item on the agenda is permitted to be held in executive or closed
session, whether such item is already so identified on this Agenda or
not, the City Commission will convene in such executive or closed
session in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 551.001-
551.146.

OCTOBER 8, 2024

6:30 PM City Commission Meeting

Commission Meeting Room
115 E. Commercial Avenue ¢ La Feria, TX

OCTOBER 22, 2024

6:30 PN City Commission Meeting

Commission Meeting Room
115 E. Commercial Avenue ¢ La Feria, TX

and revel in the sheer
delight of cycling. Riding
a pump track involves

a rhythmic activity that
enhances balance and
coordination and provides
a unique and exhilarating
experience for cyclists of
all levels.

Everyone is welcome
at the pump track, from
novices to seasoned
cyclists. These tracks

provide a secure
environment for riders to
hone their biking skills.
The pump track isn't just
about physical activity;
it's also a place for skill
enhancement and enjoyable
experiences on two wheels.
Now it's your turn to hop
on your bike and put your
skills to the test!

Photos from the City of
Harlingen Facebook Page

FROM THE CORNER OF

F irst Baptzst Church La Feria

of immigrants.

of us are.

I have friends in the North who often ask
me about the risks of living in the Valley.
Without them saying it, I know that they are
referring to people who cross the border.
They are asking because they listen to social
media’s exaggerated and fictionalized stories

The most recent Facebook gossip involves
Haitian immigrants in Springfield IL. Naive
and uninformed citizens actually believe
Hatians living in Springfield are eating the
pets of other residents. If it were true, I
would be tempted to ship my bad dogs there.

Instead of believing tragic and desperate
fear mongering, my friends should read true
stories involving immigrants. And no, they
are not perfect people, anymore than the rest

I am thinking of the story of a 21 year old
immigrant, Lincer Lopez, who drowned in
a Texas lake this year an hour after being
baptized in that same lake. Lincer died
saving a teenager who was drowning. Of
course, Lincer’s life saving death does not get
a lot of press in the North.

It is tragic that we are more interested in
Facebook fiction than real life heroes. And
that we would rather demonize the poorest
among us than celebrate someone who has
nothing and gives it all for someone else. A
strangely Christian thing to do.

-Mark S. Ross DMin.
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UTRGV Recognized By ED As Among Schools
‘Doing The Most To Lift Students Up’

By News and Media
Relations

RIO GRANDE
VALLEY, TEXAS — OCT.
16, 2024 — UTRGV has
been named one of 200
institutions nationwide —
and 14 in Texas — eligible
for the U.S. Department
of Education's (ED)
Postsecondary Success
Recognition Program.

Part of U.S. Secretary
of Education Miguel
Cardona’s Raise the Bar
initiative, the program
recognizes colleges
and universities that
demonstrate exceptional
performance in advancing
equitable access, student
success and post-
graduation outcomes in
their state.

In a press release
announcing the initiative,
Cardona said it is intended
to “recognize schools doing
the most to lift students

2

up.
ED identified the 200

eligible institutions based

on how effectively they:

* Enroll low-income
students and students of
color in their state.

* Help those students
graduate or transfer
successfully.

 Prepare them to enter the
career of their choice and
enjoy upward mobility,
including recouping costs
and earning a premium
over high school
graduates in their state.
UTRGYV is one of 10

Texas institutions listed

among 100 predominantly

bachelor’s degree granting
institutions eligible for the

ED’s designation. Of these,

75% are Minority-Serving

Institutions or qualify

for the Strengthening

Institutions Program,

which focuses on

institutions serving large
proportions of low-income

UTRGYV has been recognized as one of 200 institutions nationwide eligible for the
Postsecondary Success Recognition Program, part of U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel
Cardona’s Raise the Bar initiative, which honors colleges and universities for their
outstanding efforts in promoting equitable access, student success, and post-graduation

outcomes. (UTRGYV Photo by David Pike)

Esteban Cabrera
December 26, 1945 — October 11, 2024

McAllen Country Club.

as a sign of respect.

(Jesse).

Oct 20th

Oct 21st
Funeral Service @ 9am
Burial @ 10am

Esteban Cabrera 78,
passed away on October
11, 2024, Harlingen,
TX. He was born on
December 26, 1945, in
Charco, TX.

Dad married Irma M.

three great-grandchildren and one on the way.

Dad had various jobs. In 1983, he started working for
the United States Postal Service as a rural route carrier
in La Feria, Mercedes, and Weslaco retired on April 30,
2015. Before that he was a butcher and a waiter at the

Dad was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints. Dad served faithfully in many
callings for the Church included Bishop, Branch
president, High Council counselor, Missionary
prep class, and many more. Esteban kept busy
with yardwork and caring for Adrian who has been
disabled since birth (48yrs). He Supported children
and grandchildren in their lives and in their school
activities. That we would collectively call him “Papa”

Dad is survived by his wife, Irma, Children- Carlos
Ortega, Cutberto (Ana) Ortega, Lillian (Richard)
Horrocks, Esteban (Dora), Alejandro (Patricia) and
Adrian. His Siblings-Santos, Maria, Jesus, and Lucy

Dad is preceded in death by his mother Horacia, Olga
sister, aunts, uncles and one-great granddaughter.

Services were held on October 20-21, 2024, at the
Heavenly Grace Funeral Home & Memorial Park
26873 White Ranch Rd, La Feria, TX 78559

Viewing and Visitation: 1-6pm
Celebration of Life: 6-8pm

on September 26, 1966,
later sealed on October
29,1971 at the Mesa,
Arizona temple for the
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.
They raised six children.
They were blessed with
fourteen grandchildren,

students. Additionally, 100

predominantly associate’s southern region of the

or certificate granting country.

institutions — four in Texas e UTRGYV ranks first

— were also recognized for among all Texas

eligibility. institutions and fifth
UTRGYV President Guy among national public

rankings for the

universities in Lowest in Social Mobility for

Net Price of Attendance. Students.

* UTRGYV also ranks For more information
first among Texas about UTRGV’s rankings
universities for Top and achievements, visit
Performance of Pell utrgv.edu/rankings.

Grant Students and

Bailey said it is an honor to
be recognized among the
leading institutions driving
student success across the
country.

"This selection by
the U.S. Department of
Education reflects our
ongoing efforts to make
a high-quality education
accessible to all students,
and to support their
journey toward a brighter
future through meaningful
careers,” Bailey said.

RECENT UTRGV
RANKINGS
e UTRGV is ranked first
in Texas overall and

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Mary Rose
Cardenas, Deceased, were issued on September 30, 2024, under Cause No. 2024-CPC-00264,
pending in the Probate Court No. 1 of Cameron County, Texas, to: Reba C, McNair.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the Estate, addressed as follows:

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Reba C. McNair, Independent Executor

of the Estate of Mary Rose Cardenas, Deceased
c/o David Kithcart, Attorney at Law

1209 E. Harrison Avenue, Suite B

Harlingen, Texas 78550

All persons having claims against this Estate, which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED October 15, 2024.

Reba C. McNair, Independent Executor of the Estate
of Mary Rose Cardenas, Deceased

By: ‘\-D‘W ;/?M

David Kithcart, Attorney for Independent

first in Washington Executor
Monthly’s 2024 Best
Bang for the Buck NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration for the Estate of Humberto
V. Rodriguez, Deceased, were issued on September October 7, 2024, under Cause No. 528273,
pending in the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris County, Texas, to: Blanca R. Davis.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the Estate, addressed as follows:

Blanca R. Davis, Independent Administrator with Will
Annexed of the Estate of Humberto V. Rodriguez, Deceased

c/o David Kithcart, Attorney at Law

1209 E. Harrison Avenue, Suite B

Harlingen, Texas 78550

All persons having claims against this Estate, which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED October 14, 2024.

Blanca R. Davis, Independent Administrator with
Will Annexed of the Estate of Humberto V.
Rodriguez, Deceased

By: b\O&A- ,W

David Kithcart, A’ttorney for Administrator

La Ferla News

“Your Community Newspaper since 1923”
123 W. Commercial Ave.,
La Feria, TX

956-797-9920

E-MAIL: NewsQ@laferianews.net
We are open
Monday - Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

FOR IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE: Call 956-330-6838

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

$27° Yr. Valley e $34° Out of Valley
Single Copy Price ....c.cusussenneenns $.50 €.
Back Issues available .............. $.50 ea.
Also distributed to each LFISD School Student.

PUBLISHERS ADVERTISING
Landon Jennings Victor Moreno
Sharice Jennings 956-264-7720
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
MAILING ADDRESS Jazmin Perea
123 W. Commercial Ave.,
La Feria, TX 78559. CONTENT EDITOR
956-797-9920 Emilio Flores
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Mike Villarreal
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2024
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TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

CORRECTION POLICY
Although the La Feria News Staff strives for excellence in
all stories and advertising, spelling or typographical errors can
occur. If you find any confirmed factual or other type of error,
please call 956-233-9928 during business hours or leave a
message.

WEEKLY COLUMNS printed in the La Feria News contain
the opinions of the Authors. They may or may not be the
opinion of the Newspaper.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE: 1 year subscription delivered by U.S. Postal
Service...$27.95 or can be purchased at several convenient locations
throughout the cities of La Feria, Santa Rosa, Santa Maria & Blue Town
for 50¢.

The La Feria News is mailed and delivered Monday, October
21, 2024 and published weekly by La Feria Publishing, LLC.
Periodical Postage Rates paid at La Feria, TX., Post Office. Advertising
deadline is noon Wednesday at the office at 123 W. Commercial Ave.,
La Feria, TX 78559.
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Living Water Church and

1st United Santa Rosa United
Methodist Church Methodist Church Ministry
First United Methodist Church 408 Main Street (Hwy. 107/506) Pastor Henry and Rosie
Pastor Matt Ratiff Santa Rosa, across from High School 2805 Memarial Suite B. La Feria Sunday
331S.Nein La e, Sunday Coffee and Service 11am, 6pm Spanish Worship
N $56197-1393 Fellowship 9:30 AM Worship10 AM Service,
unday Senvicel0am N .

Kids omer 10am ages dand ) (Communion first S_unduy) Tpm Wednesday Service
Sunday FUMC Youth 4:30pm (ages 12-18yrs) Wednesday Prayer Service 9:00 AN St. Francis Xavier
Communion on the 15t Sunday of every month Pastor: Carole Lahti C.ath olic Church

i laferiafume.com (956)279-3407 Ms L .

. gr. Luis Javier Garcia
International 197-268,afce: 5025, Conl
Worship Center Casa de SO0 South Conl 1. L
Bishop Ronaldo Ortiz Esperanza Apostolic tmé oulh Lan.L, ta Fera,

aturday Moss 5:30pm,
9567971204 Church Sunday Mass 8am Spanish,

116 W. Seventh St., Lu Feria 416 W. Spruce La Feria t1zm Eis
Services Sunday (English) 9:30am ~ 965-639-4301 Bilingual Services Sunday

Domingo (Espanol) 11am, at1:00pm Christ In Our Midst

Miercoles 7pm Daniel Martinez - Pastor Missionary Church
Interdenominational Worship Pastor: Rev. Daniel Carrizalez
Extreme Youth Sat. 6 pm St. Mary’s Catholic 956-742-6311
Church 1 mile N. of FM 506, La Feria
First Baptist Church of FR. Edouard Atangana, Sunday School - 9:45 0.m.,
Santa Rosa 956-636-1211 Sunday Worship- 11:00 a.m,,
Pastor Harold Parker 101 San Antonio Ave., Santa Rosa~ Wednesday Service - 7:00 p.m., Monday
956-636-1603 Saturday Mass 5pm Bilingual, Prayer - 7:00 p.m.
118 Jesus R. Cruz, Santa Rosa Sunday Sunday Mass 8am Spanish,
Servitex9:3ﬂumﬂihle51qdy,lﬂzlﬂum 10am English. Presbr;migg%ehurch
Hoing Norsi, 208 West Central Ave,
Tom Wednesday Evening Worship.  First Baptist Church of LaFerio T 956-277-0208
La Feria eSS 430
Apostolic Faith 1971214 i A
Tabernacle Main $t. & Mognolia, La Feria "2 Iy Schoo .'hpm
Pastor Ramon Zarate Wednesday 6:30pm Youth Bible Study & ]“Suonn;?u:;uenvz? rneonlh
3576384 Mission Friends, 9:45am Sunday School, yorevery
021 South Main, La Feria 11am Morning Worship Service
Sunday School10am nzassﬁﬁﬁbﬁﬁﬂﬂff Sanice
Sunday Worship 4pm, Wed. St. Albans mll'-l][)umSund/uy :
Evening 7:30pm. Episcopal Church b:30pm g Nondoy

Reverend John Inserra
956-428-2305,
1417 E. Austin, Harlingen,TX
Holy Communion 8am, Sunday School
9:15, Holy Eucharist 10:30am.

Al services are bilingual. 956-975-6144

www.westernoutreach.org

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Pastor Nathan Wendorf
Sundays 8:00AM (Traditional)

HC first, third & fifth
10:30AM Contemporary)

Iglesia Oracion
en Su Presencia
Missionary Church,Inc.
Pastors Frank & Janie Gonzalez
797-0044 4th Street, La Feria,TX
Sunday 10am & bpm,

Hope in the Word Church
Pastors Jose & Bertha Belmares

Monday 7 pm Prayer Service, 797-3621, HCsecond, fourth & fifth
Wednesday 7 pm, Friday 7 pm. 28354S. Bixby Rd., La Feria (956)423-3924
Services Friday 6pm, Sunday 10am. 602 Morgan Blvd.
Church of Christ All services are Bilingual, English & Harlingen, TX 78550
Minister Roger Goodwin Spanish. church@saintpavlharlingen.com
912N, Parker Rd., La Feria f
i . . Templo Getsemani
Sunday 10:30am Senice Primera _Iglesm Pastor J‘:Iin y Cloudia Mendoza
Sunda Spm BreingSenice o 3?“;:5; . Phane (956)569-5016
" ' "y . Main St., ernalA. " N
Los Domingos 2:00pm Medio Dia Lo 956-797.1740 11418 Fifth St. La Feria

Servicios:
Tuesday & Thursday 7pm
Friday Pray ot Tpm

Pastor, Jorge Navarro

Childrens SS classes in English
Adult SS class in Spanish

Faith Church of Christian Begnsat 145 AN Sundy il Study o 0am & Gpm
& Missionary Alliance Worsip Serice at 0:45 AM Immanuel Lutheran
Church Iglesia Generacion Church & School

Rev. Ed Weber
956-565-1518 Office (M-F; 8-12 noon)
956-565-3208 School (Grades: PK-5th

T03W. 3rd St., Mercedes, TX
Sunday Worship Services Jam
Sunday Bible Class 10:30 am
immanuelmercedes@gmail.com
lutheranmercedes.com

En Conquista
Pastor Samuel y Magda Cervantes,
125 W, First St., La Feria,Tx Phone (956) 536-2215
Bilingual Ministry Sunday 10am Sunday 2803 W. Exp. 83 Suite A. La Feria
School, T1am Worship, Wednesday 7pm  Sunday Service 10am Bible Study, 11am

Pastor Oscar Loredo
1971739

236S. Ohio |
Mercedes, TX 78570 ] —

Bible Study, Friday 7 pm Prayer. Worship Service,
Rudy Garza Funerals, Inc.

Tpm Wednesday Family Service
lQ_ 219§, Main, La Feria, TX

vt nrsn 1-000-426-8200

Harlingen, TX 78550 Family Owned and Operated by the Rudy Garza Family Since 1974 1= f
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Great Classifieds... List Yours Today by Calling 956-233-9928 or 956-797-9920.
REMEMBER: Deadline is Wednesday at NOON for ads to be published in the following week’s edition.

Valley
Shredding

== ) Service

Mobile Document Destruction

“Your On- site
Answer to

OIL, GAS, &

WE B“ MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 + Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

scan and visit!
Find us on:

facebook.

Document
Destruction”
We supply the

Rio Grande Valley
and South Texas
with Secure
Mobile Document
Destruction.

Call Us
Today!

1-956-233-4780

www.ValleyShredding.com

BATH

REMODEL
TRANSFORM YOUR BATHROOM
AND YOUR LIFE IN

ONE DAY

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

*Some installs may take longer. Add'l terms
apply. Offer subje hange and vary by
dealer. Expires 12/29/2

Gonsumer Gellular:

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

©2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for
AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not
available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.
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| Your Commu®
|

on our
website

Suite A, Harlingen, Texas 78550

DATED this 15" day of October, 2024.

Texas

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF RICHARD DOUGLAS STRAIT, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that original letters testamentary upon the Estate of RICHARD DOUGLAS
STRAIT, Deceased, were issued to the undersigned on the 29" day of August, 2024 in the
proceeding indicated below my signature hereto, which is still pending, and that I now hold such
letters. All persons having claims against said estate, which is being administered in the county
named below, are hereby required to present the same to me respectively, at the address below
given, before suit upon same are barred by the general statutes of limitation, before such estate is

closed, and within the time prescribed by law. The address for such notification is 515 E. Harrison,

Margaret Higgins, Independent Executor of the Estate of RICHARD
DOUGLAS STRAIT, Deceased

No. 2024-CPC-00237 in the Probate Court No. 1 of Cameron County,

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration for the Estate of Kenneth
Wayne Avant, Deceased, were issued on October 7, 2024, under Cause No. 2024-CPC-00136,
pending in the Probate Court No. 1 of Cameron County, Texas, to: Melanie Avant.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the Estate, addressed as follows:

Melanie Avant, Independent Administrator

of the Estate of Kenneth Wayne Avant, Deceased
c/o David Kithcart, Attorney at Law

1209 E. Harrison Avenue, Suite B

Harlingen, Texas 78550

All persons having claims against this Estate, which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED October 11, 2024

Melanie Avant, Independent Administrator of the
Estate of Kenneth Wayne Avant, Deceased

N =/ <

David Kithcart, Att()mey for Independent
Administrator

TexSCAN Week of
Oct. 20-26, 2024

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Profitable Garden Center/Nursery business for
sale in Odessa, TX. Owners looking to retire after 20
pus years in business. Call Monica 432-362-0004 or
432-230-1802.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your trusted
foundation repair experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery. Basement waterproofing.
Water management and more. Free evaluation. Limited
time up to $250 off foundation repair. Call Olshan
844-736-4590.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

MEDICA

Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about
changes to your current coverage — real answers
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent.
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 - Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

1-15

Prescribed by Secretary of State

Sections 4.004, 83.010, 85.004, 85.007, Texas Election Code
9/2023

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION FOR OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
(AVISO DE ELECCION GENERAL PARA OTRAS SUBDIVISIONES POLITICAS)

To the registered voters of the County of Cameron , Texas:

(A los votantes registrados del Condado de Cameron , Texas)

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.,
11 /05 /2024 for voting in a general election to elect

La Feria Independent School District School Board Trustee, Places 1, 2 and 3
(Notifiquese por la presente, que los sitios de votacion citadas abajo se abriran desde las 7:00 a.m.

hasta las 7:.00 p.m. el 11___/05 /2024 para votar en la eleccion general para elegir

Conseijo del Distrito Escolar de La Feria ISD, Lugares 1-3
On Election Day, voters must vote in the precinct where registered to vote, unless the
countywide polling place program is being used in the election.

(El Dia de Eleccion, los votantes deberan votar en el precinto donde estan inscritos para votar,
a menos que el programa de sitios de votacion del condado se esta utilizando en la eleccién.)
Location of Election Day Polling Places Precinct Number(s)
Include Name of Building and Address (Namero de precinto)
(Sitios de votacién el Dia de Eleccién)

(Incluir Nombre del Edificio y Direcci6n)
American Legion Hall, 219 E. Commercial Ave, La Feria, TX 78559
Palm Valley City Hall, 1313 N. Stuart Place RD, Harlingen, TX 78552

26, PARTS 55,58
PART 80

During early voting, a voter may vote at any of the locations listed below:

(Durante Votacién Adelantada, los votantes podran votar en cualquiera de los sitios de votacion
nombradas abajo.)

Location of Main Early Voting Polling Place
Include Name of Building and Address
(Sitio principal de votacién adelantada)
(Incluir Nombre del Edificio y Direccién)

Days and Hours of Operation
Dias y Horas Hébiles

Monday-Friday-October 21-25, 9:00am-7:00pm,
Saturday, Oct 26-Sunday Oct 27, 10:00am-5:00pm
Monday, Oct. 28-Friday, Nov 1, 8:00am to 8:00pm

American Legion Hall, 219 E. Commercial Ave,

La Feria, Texas 78559

Days and Hours of Operation
Dias y Horas Habiles

Locations for Branch Early Voting Polling Places
Include Name of Building and Address

(Sitios sucursal de votacion adelantada)

(Incluir Nombre del Edificio y Direccién)

IPOSTED ON LAFERIAISD.ORG IPOSTED ON LAFERIAISD.ORG

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to: ’
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran adelantada por correo deberén enviarse a:)

Remi Garza

Name of Early Voting Clerk

(Nombre del Secretario/a de la Votacién Adelantada)}

P.O. Box 3587

Address (Direccion)

Brownsville 78523

City (Ciudad) Zip Code (Cédigo Postal) i
956-544-0809

Telephone Number (Nimero de teléfono)

elections@co.cameron.tx
Email Address (Direccion de Correo Electronico)

www.cameronvotes.com
Early Voting Clerk's Website (Sitio web del Secretario/a de Votacion Adelantada)

Applications for Ballots by Mail (ABBMs) must be received no later than the closg pf business on:
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votardn adelantada por correo deberan recibirse no mas tardar
de las horas de negocio el:)

10 / 25 72024
(date)(fecha)

Federal Post Card Applications (FPCAs) must be received no later than the close of business on:
(La Tarjeta Federal Postal de Solicitud deberén recibirse no mas tardar de las horas de negocio el))

10 /25 ;2024
(date)(fecha)

Issued this 29 day of July ,2024
(day) (month) (year)
(Emitada este dfa 29 de julic L2024 )
(dia) (mes) (afio)

AN v
Signature of aresiding Officer (Firma del Dirigente que Preside)
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'CE Flag Foothall

Our ACE flag football
eams gave it their all
on the field yesterday

evening and we had a blast
watching them! Great game
everyone!

Photos and information
from La Feria Facebook
Page
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Ready for District

La Feria set for 16-4A DIl Action

By Ruben Rodriguez
a Feria News

With the BYE week
officially up and out of the
way, the La Feria Lions are
ready for District Action
as La Feria will have three
games to attempt to not
only capture a district title,
but clinch a good seed for
he Playoffs. The Lions had
a successful non-district
campaign, going 3-3 and
being at .500. Here is what
played out in non-district.

The Lions opened up
2024 against the Ingleside
Mustangs. In what can be
easily described as a rough
night, La Feria struggled on
both sides of the ball. The
Mustangs capitalized and

ook week one with a huge
27-0 win over La Feria.

The Lions then had
another crucial test
against former district
rival Hidalgo, a team who
remained in 4A DI, while
La Feria was relegated to

DII. La Feria then won with
a two touchdown fourth
quarter to win 27-14.

The momentum carried
over into weeks three and
four as the Lions took on
Raymondville and Valley
View. The offense rolled on
for La Feria as the Lions
defeated the Bearkats 27-13
and blanked the Tigers
34-0.

Things took a wild turn
for the Lions as the next
two weeks did not go as
anticipated. The Lions
would be put to battle
against former district foe
Zapata, and what started
as a close battle, fell in
favor of the Hawks as
Zapata would win 35-28.
To bounce back, the Lions
faced off against TAPPS
powerhouse Brownsville
St. Joseph Academy. The
Lions struggled on both
sides of the line as the
Bloodhounds would rout La
Feria 62-13.

Now heading in 16-

4A DII, the Lions were
relegated from DI, and put
into DII. In the previous
realignment, Raymondville
and Bishop were both in
4A DII, but switched places
with Kingsville King and
La Feria.

The Lions sit in a 4 team
district. Although all four
teams reach the playoffs,
it still important win as
many games as possible, as
standings will determine
seeding for the playoffs.

The three district games
for La Feria will be at
Grulla this friday. The
Lions will then take on Port
Isabel in their final home
game on October 25. To
wrap up the regular season
La Feria will travel up to
Kingsville to take on the
King Brahmas.

The Lions will look
to use the experience
garnered in non-district to
capture district gold and
place high in the seeding
for the postseason.

u Clinica

Santa Rosa

056-636-2676  956-365-6000
Dental

956-365-6003

Brownsville Harlingen

956-831-8338

Raymondville
956-689-2196
Dental:
956-689-2531
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TWO 0{: d Kmd Which two pictures are exactly the same?

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITY PAGE
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE
SPONSORS:

VINTAGE
| 2y #.,C.K.s ‘.}.N

W LRI

BENCHMARK
956-"428-SI i

956-428-SIGN

Connec’c the DOfS Connect the dots to complete the picture!
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YELLOW ROSE RV PARK
1609 N Main St | La Feria, TX

./
Travel the maze from
Maze start to finish!

~needs unc}er'one roof.

= VELMA DE LOS SANTOS
Broker / GRL, CRS, C-REP

viprealtyl@aol.com | 245-4369 Start!
Erm f Q

800 E. STENGER - SAN BENITO, TX 78586 - 956.399.7777 - Fax: 956.361.3659

Septic Services by R&R

* Sales of Septic Tanks, Grease Traps, Blocks & Bases
* Septic Tank Cleaning ¢ Service Repairs

‘q (956) 226-9468

O Service you can trust
La Feria by Rene Taguilas

CULLIGAN® WATER OF THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY

1:800:698-549]

.culliganrgv.com

1300 W. Business 77 + San Benito, TX

956-399-1780

/2 Call today for a FREE water analysis!

(4

®

better water. pure and simple.®

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE ON OUR NEW
ACTIVITY PAGE
PLEASE CONTACT
LA FERIA NEWS AT

(956) 797-9920 b

More news & exclusive content at

La Ferla News... ks %

For more puzzles and activities, please visit: www.timvandevall.com © Tim van de Vall
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scan % Find us on: [.i
l NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
and V’S’ t, faCEbOOkC ' ; CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF
REUBEN LOPEZ, DECEASED

ORDINANC E NO ° 2 02 4- 1 1 Notice is hereby given that on September 25, 2024 Letters Testamentary were duly -

granted to Ruben Lopez as legal representative for the Estate of Reuben Lopez, Deceased in
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PRIMERA, TEXAS, REQUIRING Cause No. 2022-CPC-00398 currently pending in Probate Court No. 1 of Cameron County,
THE LICENSING OF ITINERANT VENDORS, PEDDLERS AND LGS

OUTDOOR VENDORS WITHIN THE CITY OF PRIMERA AND All persons having claims against the Estate being administered are hereby requested to
OTHERWISE REGULATING SUCH BUSINESSES, PROVIDING present the same within the time prescribed by law to the legal representative, in care of the
FOR DEFINITIONS; PROHIBITIONS; REQUIREMENTS; PERMITS following:

REQUIRED, APPLICATION; ISSUANCE OF PERMIT, FEE, APPEAL,
REVOCATION, REINSTATEMENT; NOTICE OF RATES; EXEMPTION;

Chester R. Gonzalez

Attorney at Law
VALIDITY; REPEAL; PENALTIES UP TO $500 AND REQUIRED 117 East Price Road
APPLICATIONS; AND ORDAINING OTHER MATTERS THEREOF. Brownsville, Texas 78521
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-12 - | .
Notice is hereby given that the original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of GUADALUPE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PRIMERA, TEXAS, REGULATING CERDA, Deceased, were issued on September 25, 2024, in Docket No. 2024-CPC-00244, pending
THE PARKING AND STORAGE OF MOTOR VEHICLES, TRAILERS,

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES: MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT AND in the Probate Court 1 of Cameron County, Texas, to: JOSEFINA CERDA. Claims may be

TRUCK TRACTORS WITHIN THE CITY OF PRIMERA; PROVIDING presented in care of the Independent Executor for the Estate addressed as follows:
DEFINITIONS; PROHIBITING CERTAIN RECREATIONAL VEHICLES JOSEFINA CERDA, Independent Executor for the Estate of GUADALUPE
FROM BEING PARKED OR STORED AT A RESIDENCE; PROHIBITING CERDA, Deceased

TRUCKS OF MORE THAN A CURB-WEIGHT OF 8000 POUNDS [lafvenue A o eso

FROM PARKING ON CITY STREETS AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY; '

PROHIBITING OF PARKING MOTOR VEHICLES, TRAILERS, AND All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being administered are

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS; PROHIBITING
MOTOR VEHICLES TO BE PARKED IN FRONT OF A RESIDENCE

required to present to them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

ON AN UNIMPROVED SURFACE; PERMITTING EXCEPTIONS DATED this October 11, 2024.

FOR CERTAIN RECREATIONAL VEHICLES ONLY; PROVIDING

A PENALTY OF UP TO $500.00 PER DAY FOR VIOLATING THE LAW OFFICE OF CYNTHIA L. BENAVIDES, P.L.L.C.
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A W
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS By: AN

CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING THE EFFECTIVE DATE AFTER CYNTHIA L. BENAVIDES
PUBLICATION. Attorney for Independent Executor

and skedaddlers have in
common

53. Tiresias in
"Oedipus Rex", e.g.

55. French vineyard

57. *Grisly

-== Call today and receive a

_4 FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
r PLUS $1600 OFF

SAF TEP 1.855-576-5653 61. *Ghostly apparition

2R
N
WAI_K—lN TUB 65. Throat dangler

With purchase of anew Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available " O
while supphes 4&1. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 66. The Murders in
. "
] the  Morgue

1 3 6 7 5 68. Actre.ss Watts
128 W. Oleander + (956) 797-9920 « Fx: (996)797-9921] 7. sonewricer

4 www.laferianews.net Gershin

71. a.k.a. tangelos

72. Pitcher

73. Lt.'s inferior, in the
Navy

74. River clay deposits

DOWN

1. Hightailed it

2. *Adjective for
Merlin, hairwise

3. Aquarium scum

4. *"Unattractive"
Munster relative

5. SI vakian monetary
unit

6. Project Apollo org.

7. Exclamation of
surprise

8. Pico de gallo, e.g.

9. Painter Chagall

10. Pinnacle

11. Chris Hemsworth's
Marvel role

12. *Like decorated
house on Halloween

15. El Chapo's
organization, e.g.

20. MC Hammer's
"Too ___ to Quit"
album

22. Black gold

24. Puppy purveyor,
often

25. *Teeth of #19

© StatePoint Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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26. Love intensely
Off First Month 27. a.k.a. honey badger
of New Service! 29. 0.405 hectare
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590 31. *Blood and
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORDS ANSWERS

32. Partner of p_ains
33. *Spooky house
sound

34. "Fiddler on the
YIAILIT]A BIA[B|A Roof" gossipy character
EILII|O]|T O|N(E|S 36. Coral barrier
38. Gads, anagrammed
A|G|E|N|T RIO|S|E cawL consumercetuiar. 888-804-0913 42 Mold a miid
R A N G E A N T A © 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913 45. Expe] a ]awyer
A|S - © StatePoint Media 37. Latte choice 49. Ever, to a poet
OlWI|lL T THEME: 17. Sun, in Spain 39. Filthy dough 51. Bluish planet
HALLOWEEN 18. Knightly suit 40. Sound on a scale 54. *#12 Down, alt. sp.
S|HIAH 19. *Can take the 41. *Homeowner's 56. Sushi option
C(A|P]|O T ACROSS form of a certain flying Halloween option 57. Stubborn beast
AlLlulmls E 1. Cut of lamb mammal 43. Subsequently 58. Swear, not curse
6. Numbers, abbr. 21. *Spell casting 44. A deadly sin? 59. Type of hexahedron
RIE[PIE|A S|R 9. Friend from Down 23. Between E and NE 46. Competitive 60. Having wings
S S TIE|A Under 24. Fisherman's fly advantage 61. Black-eyed legumes
clulalslslilc JIalclklslolN 13. Jonas Salk's 25. Away's partner 47. Assigned theater 62. Sound of a bell
conquest 28. Biology lab supply spot 63. Fail to mention
E|A|G|LIE A|L|E E|IR|O|D|E 14. Bingo! 30. Offspring of 48. Popular post 64. Magnolia State,
SIPIUIEIS LIEIE SIOILIOIS 15. Secret storage alumnus 50. Biblical firstborn abbr. )
slplelw PIAIR sINlolR]T 16. Like a beaver? 35. Month before Nisan 52. What skeletons 67. *R.L.P. container
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From Spooky Lore To Science Fact: Unmasking
The ‘Chupacabra’

Texas A&M AgriLife expert provides scientific explanatlon for the
paranormal creature '

By Sarah Fuller

With its grey, scaley
skin, protruding dorsal
spines, menacing fangs
and proclivity for small
livestock, the mythical
chupacabra has stoked both
curiosity and fear across
portions of the Americas
for decades.

Despite its diverse origin
stories, a wildlife expert
with Texas A&M AgriLife
Research said there is
a simple explanation to
chupacabra sightings —
one far more entrenched
in science than the
supernatural.

If you consider the most
common descriptions of
the chupacabra, from its
physical appearance to
its behavior, you’re likely
dealing with a coyote that
is in the late stages of
mange, said John Tomecek,
Ph.D., associate professor
in the Texas A&M College
of Agriculture and Life
Sciences Department of
Rangeland, Wildlife and
Fisheries Management.

“Mange is a debilitating
disease that can infect a
wide range of fur-bearing
mammals,” Tomecek
said. “Depending on
the animal’s ability to
overcome the symptoms of
mange, the condition can
become chronic, leading
to behavioral changes and

intense itching,

even death.”

Mange symptoms
explain chupacabra’s
appearance

In canines, mange is
caused by two species
of microscopic mites
that burrow into the skin
causing intense irritation,
itching, lesions, fur
loss, and scabbing and
thickening of the skin.

Tomecek said mange also
tends to follow a pattern
of progression along the
animal’s body.

“On canids, the last
place they lose fur is right
between the shoulder
blades in an area that we
call the ruff,” he said.
“This fits descriptions of
chupacabras having spikes
or a ridge along their
backs.”

Further amplifying the
ridge-like characteristics
reported in chupacabra
sightings are the emaciated
conditions of mange-
infested animals.

“Infected animals
can become extremely
gaunt, and it’s incredibly
painful in the later stages,”
Tomecek said. “At that
point, the animal appears
like an otherworldly beast
— especially if you see it
in the dusky hours of the
morning or evening.”

Coyotes aren’t the only
common wildlife species

Many Years

By Mike Villarreal

As we approach the
season of ghosts, ghouls,
and candy corn, the
excitement is palpable.
Kids eagerly plan their
costumes, ready to hit
the streets for some sweet
treats. It's not just the kids;
many adults are equally
thrilled, counting down the
days to October to dress
up or transform their yards
into spooky wonderlands.

Halloween gives many
of us an excuse to be
kids again and show our
neighbors a different side.
Many festivals and parties

offer safe and fun places

to celebrate this month.
Some schools even have
costume contests, and there
are haunted houses you can
visit, such as the Monte

De Los Muertos, hosted

by Donnas Corn Maze in
Donna.

For those seeking a more
intense thrill, haunted
houses are a popular
choice. The Monte De
Los Muertos, hosted by
Donnas Corn Maze in
Donna, is a prime example.
A walk through their
wicked woods promises an
experience that will send
shivers down your spine.

that can succumb to
infection. Tomecek said he
once observed the body of
a smaller, cryptic animal
that had died of mange.

“I honestly wasn’t sure
what I was looking at,” he
said. “I had to investigate
its teeth and paws before
determining it was a
raccoon.”

Changes in infected
wildlife behavior

Aside from mange
embodying the physical
characteristics of the
legendary chupacabra, the
disease alters the typical
behavioral patterns of the
animal who is now weak
and seeking easy access to
resources.

“When you have a coyote
that is in late-stage mange,
they are bolder as far as
approaching residential
areas to find food because
they are desperate,”
Tomecek said. “They’re
taking risks that an
otherwise healthy animal
wouldn’t take.”

According to the
American Museum of
Natural History, the
legend of the chupacabra
originated in Puerto
Rico following reports of
livestock deaths in which
the animals had seemingly
been drained of blood.

Translated from Spanish,
the name chupacabra

, weight loss, fur loss and other symptoms in
animals. The progression of these symptoms mirrors descriptions of the appearance of
the ‘chupacabra.’ (Texas Parks and Wildlife Department)

Halloween is a Tradition That

"Enter if you dare, and
leave if you can," they say.
When I think back to
my childhood, Halloween

always stands out as a
time of pure excitement.

I didn't always get to pick
my costume, but that was
part of the fun. Whether I
was Dracula or the Devil,
the thrill of the night was
always the same - the
endless supply of candies.
I also remember my mom
loving having a big bowl
of candies to give out and
seeing all the kids dressed
up.

October is also a great
month to watch scary
movies such as The
Exorcist, Poltergeist,
Nightmare on Elm
Street, Friday the 13th,
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are likely people seeing a coyote with late-stage mange. (Adobe stock)

means “goat sucker.”

In most cases, the small
livestock killed during
suspected chupacabra
attacks are confined to
cages or corrals, which
Tomecek said is consistent
with predation from a sick
animal.

“Any predatory animal
that is debilitated must seek
out easier prey because
wild prey are typically
agile and wary,” he said.

The vampire-like
punctures often reported on
victims of the chupacabra
also correspond with the
coyote’s standard predation
method of strangulation
through multiple bites to
their prey’s neck.

“Coyote’s mouths are
not good at getting and
maintaining a grip, so they
have to re-bite,” Tomecek
said. “In doing so, they
may end up exsanguinating
the animal because of
puncture wounds to the
jugular vein.”

He said reports of
chupacabras fully draining
an animal of blood may
also be explained by how
rapidly blood will settle
and coagulate within the
dead animal, making it
appear as though it has
been drained.

Wildlife boldness
doesn’t equate to
aggression

Although sick wildlife
may become bolder in

Ghostbusters, A Nightmare
Before Christmas, and
Halloween.

Halloween falls on
October 31 every year;
this year, it will be on
a Thursday. Its history
can be traced back to the
ancient Celtic Festival of
Samhain, in which people
would wear costumes and
light bonfires to scare off
ghosts.

Pope Gregory 3
designated All Saints
Day to honor all saints on
November 1. Eventually,
some of the traditions of
Samhain were incorporated
for All Saints Day, with
the day before known
as All Hallows Eve and
later becoming known as
Halloween.
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their search for food
sources around human
development, Tomecek
emphasized this does not
necessarily translate to
aggression.

“I always make the
distinction between an
animal being bold and an
animal being aggressive,”
Tomecek said. “Being
bold just means an animal
is taking risks and doing
things that they normally
wouldn’t because they’re
desperate.”

He said this is especially
true in urban environments
where homes and
businesses produce an
abundance of food waste
that provides an easy
source of sustenance.

“Wildlife like coyotes,
bobcats and raccoons
are very well adapted to
people, so urbanization
is actually increasing
the abundance of these
animals,” Tomecek said.
“They are far denser in
urban areas than in rural
areas; and, as a result,
you have an increased
opportunity for wildlife
encounters.”

What to do when
encountering an animal
with mange

Because mange is
transmissible to humans
and domestic animals,
Tomecek advises that
you do not approach the
wildlife and secure your
pets. Individuals should

Two thousand years ago,
the Celts lived in what is
now Ireland, Northern
France, and the United
Kingdom and celebrated
the new year on November
1. For the Celts, this day
marked the end of harvest
and summer and the
start of winter. The Celts
believed that on the night
before the new year, the
veil between the worlds
of the dead and the living
became blurred. They
celebrated Samhain on
October 31 because they
believed the ghosts of the
deceased would return to
the earth.

To mark this event,
druids built sacred bonfires
to burn crops and animals
as sacrifices. The Celts

also contact their county
wildlife biologist with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department.

Although individuals
may have an initial reaction
to humanely dispatch the
sick animal, it is important
to properly identify the
animal as it could be
someone’s domestic pet
with a case of mange.

“There are no known
preventative measures for
mange, but if you live in a
region where the disease
is common, it would be
wise to consider a regular
bathing regime for your
working and companion
animals that includes some
sort of acaricide treatment,”
Tomecek said. “Of course,
seek appropriate veterinary
care when needed.”

Although it can be
easy for the folklore and
mystery of the chupacabra
to overshadow the reality
behind these strange
sightings, Tomecek
encourages Texans to not
lose sight of the actual
situation.

“When dealing with
a ‘chupacabra,” we are
dealing with a real animal
— typically a coyote
— that’s experiencing a
serious health problem,” he
said. “Treat the situation
accordingly so we can
help steward our wildlife
resources.”

Dates Back

also wore costumes made
of animal skins and heads.
Once the festivities were
over, they would re-light
their hearth fires, which
had been put out earlier
to help protect them
throughout winter. By A.D.
1000, the church made
November 2 All Saints Day
to honor the dead. On All
Saints Day, the celebration
was similar to Samhain,
which also involved people
dressing in costumes,
parades, and huge bonfires.
The night before All
Saints Day, which was
the night of Samhain for
the Celts, was eventually
called All Hallows Eve and
would later be known as
Halloween.



